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Reaſons bumbly offer d to the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual | 
and Temporal in Parliament Afſſembl'd, againſt a Bill brought into that 
Honourable Houſe, by.Sir Robert Killegrew and others, Undertakers and 


Participants for the pretended Draining of Lindicy Level in Lincolnſhire. 


HE Earl of Exeter with divers other Lords and Gettlemen arc INS and Ow- 
ners in Poſſeſſion, and Commoners by undoubted Right and 7 it 
ſeveral reſpe&ive Deſcents and Purchaſes of 36000 Acres of Fen and Medow ground 


everal Manors and Lordſhips adjoyning thereunto, and wherein the faid Lords and 
Owners, their Farmers and Tenants have Common appendant to their Lands adjoyning; And 
particularly the ſaid Earl of Exeter is there ſeiz'd of the Manors of Bown, Morton, and Bjker, and of 
the Soil and Royalty of Brovage, for about Four miles together in the faid Fenand Medow ground. 

The Lordsand Owners being Eſtated.as aforeſaid, the now pretended Drainers or their Anceſt- 
ors, ( mo 1635) by a colour of a Contra& with certain Commiſſioners of Sewers (r hemſelves bein 


4 the chief_in CommiſſionNentred into, and upon the ſame Level, without conſent of the fai 
a ere, without wie uot by Jury, againſt an Expreſs Verdi&t, whercby rhe ſaid Level was found 
| and conſequently not at the diſpoſal of the Commiſfoners of Sewers ; And alfo 


4 


tfounded, 


totwithſtanding the Exceptions, Suits, Publick and Private Complaints of the Owners and Com- 
ers, endeayoured to poſſeſs themſelyes of 14000 Acres thereof, encompaſſed the ſame with 
ks, aud New Drains, ſtopt the Old ones, whereby at length fuch Innundations fell upon the 
ghbouring Towns, they were conſtrain'd (the Drainers refuſing to appear and juſtify the pro- 
gs upon AQtions at Law brought againſt them) to open the old Drains ; ſince which rime che 
vel hath been, and now is, peaceably enjoy'd by the Lords, Owners and Commoners, as 
- ho fame hath been Time out of Mind. + ; 7 - 
- ©5 Theſe Drainers now by their Bill defire and are to be imeecly Eſtated in 14600 Acres by AQ 
-; af Paliament for their Draining the ſaid Fens, betwixt Bowrn and Km. Eay, diſchargd of all Ar- 
2: xearPof the Tax Rent of Tenpence per Acre payable to the Crown, and due fince 164+, as alſo 
- Shave 10000 Acres more when they ſhall Drain the ſaid Fenslying berwixt Kyme Eay and Lincolne, 
3 aid alſo upon pretence of their emprovments of the Land, preſent Draining and former poſſeſhon. 
'-- wThe Lords, Owners and Commoners pray that they may not be ſtript of their Eſtates npon ſuch 
--: Prxtences, for that they deny the Allegations in their ſaid Bill and Propoſals. 
= "They deny that the ſaid Drainers were ever in a Juſt, Lawful, or quiet Poſſeſſion of 14000 Acres 
.. of the ſaid Level, as they now pretend to be pur in poficſton of by Actof Parliament. | 
-: +. They were interrupted by Claims, . Entries, Diſtrefſes, and ACtions brought by the Owners 
-—=and Commoners. Pg 
2ly. They deny that their undertaking to Drain the Level, was ever perform'd by them. 


\ 


% - 


Bur it was fully proy'd at the-Bar of the Honourable Houſe of Commons about Twenty Years | 


ago upon a Bill brought in there by theſe pretended: Drainers, and to which Councel on both ſides 
were fully heard, And the Councel for the Country againſt the Bill made it appear by ſufficient 
proofs, That the ſaid Level ia general (except the 14000 Acres the Drainers intended for them- 
ſclves) was not better*d by the pretended Drainers, nor the New Drains io effeftual and uſeful as 
the Old Drains, which thefe Drainers had ſtopped up. | 

' And inſtead of improving the value of the Lands they pretended to Drain, It was then_prov'd, 
the ſame was of greater Yearly Value and Profit 20 or 3o Years before 

And beſides Lindſey Level was by ſeveral Juries upon Verdidts, found not farrounded, and had no 
need of Draining, nor was the Leyel ever contraCted for with the Ownergand Country ; but to 
their powers they endeavor'd to Wreſt them from them by Force. 

And moreover after the ſaid pretended Draining, the Common and the Medows were often 
joe i by the overflow of the Water kept upon them, by the Undertakers Banks, to the ruin 
O | 
- So that upon the whole matter, the Undertakersby their pretences of Draining the ſaid Fens, 
have for above _y Years paſt, diſturb'd: the whole Country, and haraffed the Inhabitants by 
I Suits, and other Vexatious pretences, of which they never had, nor can hope to obtain 
any benefit. | 


For there are above Sixty Neighbouring Townſhips conſiſting in Tillage, which catinot be main- 
rain'd without their Common, of which theſe pretended Drainers would deprive them. 


And it may be true, That theſe pretended Drainers, (as in there Caſe is alledged) have purſu'd 


this pretence and Project ever ſince the Fifth of ng Chonlle the Firſt, and have brought in diverſe - 


Bills, much of the ſame Nature with this preſent Bill, into both Houſes of Parliament in ſeveral 
_ Kings Reigns, of any of which they neyer reap'd any benefit, nor did tit Wiſdom of former Par- 
liaments piyc any hope or encouragment to theſe Drainers, but on the contrary, in all times have 
rejeftcd their Bills and Petitions, as wasdone the Hſt Seffions of Parliament, in the Houſe of Com:- 
mons, where their Petition was reje&ted Nemine Contradicente; and beſides, the Caſe is much altred 
to what it wasſome Years ago, for the Country hath been at Three thouſand Paund charge and 
upwargs, to perfet and ſecure the Old Drains, and were in hopes they-ſhould ar laſt be quict, and 
be rrogbl'd no more with theſe fruicleſs Attempts and Pretences. 


. Sotbatiit is bumbly defir d by the Lords, Owners, and Commoners, that they may be Defended and 
\Protefed in their Rights and Inberitances according to the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, and 
yuleted for the future againſt ſuch unreaſonable Demands, and that they may be left at liberty to 
- dr Men and apr 194% at Law (if they have any) where there proper remedy lies, being 

e endeavour by the ſpecious petence of Improvment, to pet other Mens Lands withaut Tithe 
Conſideration, Conſent or Legal Ei iflion, f"inp a, rae 


And ſo they humbly pray the Bill may be rejeQed. 


WL ar ied ad, Hee 
I". 


ce inthe Law, by* 


lying between the Rivers of Glewn and Kyme Eay in the County of Lincolne, and of 
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